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Ralph Martin, Ph.D.


Professor and Chair


Department of Teacher Education 


College of Education


Ohio University


McCracken Hall 202


Athens, OH  45701-2979





Dear Dr. Martin:





I am writing in regard to your request for a letter of review for Dr. Scott Sparks’ application for promotion to full professor.  In determining my evaluation, I reviewed the materials you provided including the department’s policy and rating form, vitae of two senior department members, Dr. Sparks’ letter, and his core dossier.  As requested, my comments will address only the areas of scholarship and professional leadership and professional associations.





Scholarship - His recent contributions to the literature (two journal articles and four chapters) are impressive in terms of the short timeframe.  I refer here to both quality and quantity.  If the vitae provided to me are intended to serve as a sort of norm, Dr. Sparks falls between the two in terms of publications.  





In another important area under scholarship, that of editorial service, Dr. Sparks far exceeds the norm for his peer group.  Throughout the entire period since his last promotion his services as a reviewer have been in great demand by publishers and professional journals.  Reviewing for three journals (two of which are major journals in his field) at the same time is very impressive and an indication of his perceived competence in the field.  This is not a false perception!  As the editor of the top applied research journal in mental retardation and developmental disabilities, I have a broader view than most as I also get to read what is not published and the reviews.  I am acutely aware of the difficulty involved in evaluating quality educational research that is meaningful and at the same time reliable.  I depend on my reviewers to provide critical yet constructive reviews that will encourage authors to continue their work.  Dr. Sparks’ reviews exemplify this approach.  He is one of my top ten reviewers.  His reviews are those of a mature scholar.  I wish more reviewers strove for his standard.
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