18 November 2002

Chair, Special Education Search Committee
259 Lindquist Ctr. N
The University of Iowa
Iowa City, IA 52242-1529
Dear Special Education Search Committee:

I am writing to recommend Dr. John J. Wheeler for the Assistant/Associate Professor of Special Education position you have available in your Department.  I have known Dr. Wheeler in a professional capacity since he completed his doctorate in 1989.  I am very familiar with his work and experience.  He also serves as a Consulting Editor for Education and Training in Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities, the journal I edit.

As documented in his vita, Dr. Wheeler has an excellent and consistent record of research publications in refereed outlets.  He is highly regarded by his students for his commitment to and excellence in teaching.   He has been very successful in attracting funding for a variety of projects in both of his previous positions.  Over the last four years, even while serving as Associate Dean, he maintained an active research and teaching agenda, and was instrumental in the development of a new Ph.D. program.  To me, your position announcement reads like a description of Dr. Wheeler's training, experience, and abilities.
Dr. Wheeler is personable, hardworking, and competent.  He is also very motivated to ‘move up” to and contribute significantly at a nationally visible program.  I think he would be an extremely "good bet" and he has the potential to be a real asset to your program.

Good luck in your search efforts.

Sincerely,

Stanley H. Zucker, PhD, FAAMR

Professor
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