January 10, 2005

Charles E. Basch

Professor and Chair

Department of Health and Behavioral Studies

Teachers College, Columbia University

525 West 120th Street, Box 114

New York, NY  10027

Dear Dr. Basch:

I am writing in regard to your request for a letter of review for Dr. Denise E. Ross’s application for reappointment and promotion to Associate Professor.

Overall, Dr. Ross's publication and scholarship record as untenured faculty would seem to indicate a very strong candidate.  Her recent contributions to the literature are very impressive.  The refereed articles, chapters, and book exceed the norm for her peer group in her area of special education by a wide margin.  I refer here to both quality and quantity.  Her recent and current works in functional communication and verbal behavioral interventions represent an ongoing programmatic research agenda of the highest quality.  I believe this current work shows a very high potential for future significant contributions especially in the areas of verbal/vocal behavior analysis and severe disabilities.
As the editor of a research journal in developmental disabilities, I have a broader view than most as I also get to read what is not published.  I am acutely aware of the difficulty involved in doing quality educational research that is meaningful and at the same time reliable.  Dr. Ross's work that has been published in this journal exemplifies this approach.  I wish more young faculty strove for her standard.

In summary, I obviously would support her application for promotion in the strongest terms.  If I used the standard we apply here at Arizona State University, she would meet the criteria.

Sincerely,

Stanley H. Zucker, Ph.D. FAAMR

Professor

