Biographical Sketch

GEORGE W. HYND is the Dean of the College of Education and professor of educational studies and psychological sciences at Purdue University. As Dean, Dr. Hynd has led strategic efforts to connect faculty associated with the teacher preparation programs in the College of Education with faculty and colleagues in the Colleges of Science, Technology and Engineering. A partnership with the College of Science led to the creation of the Center for Research and Engagement in Science and Mathematics Education (CRESME); a jointly funded effort to conduct research and engagement with schools in Indiana in the areas of science and mathematics education. Through Dr. Hynd’s leadership The College of Education has pursued a collaborative effort with the Colleges of Technology and Engineering at Purdue to attract new faculty interested in leading a national effort to improve engineering and technology education in the P-12 arena. Through these collaborations and partnerships the College of Education at Purdue University is rapidly developing a national reputation for creatively addressing the critical need for more highly qualified teachers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education. 
Since arriving at Purdue University Dr. Hynd has fostered the development of increased international collaborations and the development of undergraduate and graduate program-embedded study abroad programs. Additionally he has been active in the AAU Education Dean’s organization as well as the LEARN Coalition, a coalition of AAU Education Deans who advocate for federal support of educational research.

Prior to arriving at Purdue Dr. Hynd was a Distinguished Research Professor of Special Education and Psychology and Director of the Center for Clinical and Developmental Neuropsychology at the University of Georgia. Having begun his career as a school psychologist interested in the neurobiological basis reading and other learning disabilities, Dr. Hynd completed post-doctoral training in clinical neuropsychology at the Minneapolis VA Medical Center. He was then awarded a Fulbright Fellowship in child neuropsychology to the University of Jyvaskyla in Finland where he recently received an honorary doctorate for his research on neurodevelopmental variation in the brains of children with developmental learning disabilities and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).

Dr. Hynd has been the recipient of many other awards including the Lightner Witmer Award for early career achievements and the Senior Scientist Award from the American Psychological Association, Distinguished Alumni Awards from Pepperdine University and the University of Northern Colorado, distinguished research awards from the International Reading Association and the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, among others. He is a Fellow of the American Psychological Association and the National Academy of Clinical Neuropsychology. Dr. Hynd has advised and graduated 69 Ph.D. students, three of whom have been awarded Fulbright Fellowships to study internationally in Finland, Colombia and Norway. 
Dr. Hynd’s NIH-funded research has been devoted to gaining a better understanding of the neurobiological basis of childhood learning and behavior problems. His brain imaging research revealed subtle structural alterations in the language cortex in the brains of children who have developmental reading disabilities. In fact, his brain imaging research was the first to show that subtle alterations exist deep in the motor control regions of the brain in children who have Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) and that the magnitude of these deviations predict the degree of impulsivity and hyperactivity. This research supports the notion that these subtle variations in brain structures most likely first manifest during fetal development and correlate during the school years with linguistic and behavioral characteristics. Currently, his research is examining the genetic relationship between variations in brain development in the parents of children with severe reading disability and that found in their effected and non-effected children. 

Dr. Hynd’s research has been published in 11 authored or edited books (e.g., Pediatric Neuropsychology, Neurological Basis of Childhood Psychopathology, Neuropsychological Assessment in Clinical Child Psychology, etc.), in 60 book chapters, in 160 refereed journal articles, most of which focus on important theoretical or clinical issues in the area of learning and behavioral disabilities. Dr. Hynd’s articles, many coauthored with his students, have appeared in journals related to the fields of neurology, psychiatry, psychology, and education. 
In addition to serving on a number of NIH Committees and Study Section Panels, Dr. Hynd has been an invited speaker in the area of education at some 118 national and 49 international conferences.  
