[image: image1.jpg]DDD



Education and Training in Developmental Disabilities

     Journal of the Division on Developmental Disabilities

  The Council For Exception Children

   Stanley H. Zucker, Ph.D.

 Editor

MEMORANDUM
TO:         Jack Hourcade,

     Chair, DDD Publications

                DDD BOD

FROM:   Stan Zucker

     Editor, ETDD
RE:


ETDD Pre-Convention Report

DATE:    22 March 2006

Schedule
 The March 2006 issue was mailed on March 1. The materials for the June 2006 issue

have been sent to Cadmus. I should have the page proofs to authors prior to Salt Lake City and

anticipate a June 1 mailing date. 

General Information
      To date we have received 13 manuscripts for review in 2006. This is somewhat ahead

of the number of submissions at this point last year.  

The September 2005 Las Vegas Conference issue was a great success. Please thank

guest editors Cindy, Dagny, and Barbara for a job well done.

The announcement for the Kona Conference ran on the back cover in the September

and December issues and the Call for Papers ran in the March issue.

Production Budget
05-06
 The September 2005 issue was $15,473, December 2005 issue was $11,809, and

March 2006 was $11,201. If we estimate June 2006 (based on number of pages) at $12,000,

that would be a total of about $50,483 for the 05-06 year.  

06-07
 The 2006 contract I negotiated with CADMUS Journal Services was for no increase

over 2005. My recommendation is no increase for the production budget.
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2005 Journal Activity and Information Summary
Manuscript submissions
 Seventy-one submissions were received during this period. Five submissions were not

appropriate for the journal and were returned to the authors. The remaining submissions

underwent review leading to 41 accepted and 30 rejected. There are no decisions pending.  This

is an acceptance rate of 58%, or rejection rate of 42%.  

ETDD-author communication timelines
 Timely communication with authors and timely disposition of manuscripts is extremely

important for attracting submissions and for the reputation of the journal.  The letter of

notification to the author that their manuscript was received is sent the same day the manuscript

is received.  For 2005 Volume 40, the average number of days between receipt and decision was

51 days (range of 34 to 71).  Our editorial policy on the inside back cover states the review

process requires two to four months, so authors are very pleased to be notified after about only

two-months.  The time lag between acceptance and publication is also very short relative to other

journals.  Articles are usually published five to twelve months after acceptance.  This can be

impacted in a number of ways however, for example, when I reserve an issue for conference

papers, etc., the regular articles get pushed back an issue.

 Because this information is so important for attracting submissions and our reputation, I

have been including it in the journal for probably the last 10 years.  Here is an example from an

article in the September 2003 issue.  It appears at the end of each article in this format: 

Received:  30 October 2002

Initial Acceptance:  20 December 2002

Final Acceptance:  15 March 2003

We can see that it took about 50 days for the initial decision and that once the author completed

all revisions and corrections, it was then about six months for publication in the September 2003

issue.  This little bit of information at the end of each article is our best public relations tool for

influencing authors to submit.
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Topics
The 35 articles in Volume 40 included 21 themes:

Attitudes of Adults toward Persons with Intellectual Disability

Characters with Disabilities in Children’s Books

3    Communication Skills with Nonverbal Children

      Concepts of Work, Leisure and Retirement in Adults

2    Constant Time Delay Procedures and Effectiveness 

Family Perceptions of IEP Meetings

Importance of Self-determination in Success

Improving Feeding Skills and Mealtime Behaviors

Reinforcer Effectiveness

Review of Assessment Procedures

Selecting and Validating Tasks from a Screening Battery

Self-Injurious Behavior

2    Self-Monitoring 

4    Social Integration/Communication 

2    Teacher Interaction Styles and Curricular Environments and Task Engagement

2    Teaching Evaluation and Training 

3    Teaching Using Computer and Video Prompting 

2    Transition Services into Adult Life 

2    Using Assistive Technology (Including PDA’s) to Enhance Independence 

2    Using Simultaneous Prompting for Teaching 

      Verbal Prompts/Prompt Sequences

Setting
Twenty-six articles regarded a school setting or were conducted in schools.  Eight articles

fell into the setting category of other, of which the participants home, work, or rehab were

included, or were distributed in a survey format that did not specify a setting.  One article did not

apply to this category.

Type of paper
About 74% of this volume (n = 26) consists of applied research, 11% consists of

issue/opinion papers (n = 4), 9% are reviews (n = 3), and 6% are program/instrument evaluations

(n = 2).  The volume’s total number of articles is 35. 
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Participants/Emphasis
Authors categorical groupings of target population or as a participant descriptor:

3    MO/SP MR (Moderate to Severe Disabilities)

7 Autism

1 Severe MR and Autism

1 Asperger Syndrome

1 SP Disabilities and Multiple Disabilities

1 Down Syndrome

2 MIMR/MOMR

1 Mild Disabilities

1 Profound MR

1 Nonverbal w/Developmental Disabilities

4 Various Disabilities

2 Families members of children with MR

1 Developmental/Cognitive Disabilities

6    Teachers (Special Ed/ Unspecified, and SpEd Student Teachers)

1 Students in a Regular Education Classroom

Participant age
Eleven articles investigate adult participants, three investigate high school, two

middle/junior high schools, seven elementary, and three investigate participants of preschool age.  

One article investigated elementary students and adults, one investigated preschool through high

school aged students, one investigated preschool through adult aged participants, one high school

and adult participants, one preschool through elementary school aged participants, and one article

investigated pre-intentional students ages 9-25 months.

Country
Ten articles (29 percent) represent six other countries.  Five are from Turkey, one is from

Australia, one is from Italy, one is from Japan, and one has two authors, one from the U.S. and

the other from Kenya.

Relevance to practice
 Thirty-four articles in Volume 40 are relevant to practice.  One is not relevant to

practitioner’s work: Characterization of developmental disability in children’s fiction.

