June 30, 2006

Dr. Scott Sparks

3750 Old St., Rt. 56

New Marshfield, OH  45766

Dear Dr. Sparks:


Thank you for giving me the privilege to write a statement in support of your nomination of Dr. Robert Stodden for the Burton Blatt Humanitarian Award.  I am particularly pleased to have this opportunity given my high regard and appreciation for Dr. Stodden’s work. I appreciate the ways that his scholarship, leadership and service have enhanced the lives of people with developmental disabilities, and his many contributions to development of the field of special education for more than four decades.

During my career as a professor I have served as a department chair, dean and provost in higher education.  I have, thereby, had the opportunity to observe, and learn from, numerous leaders in special education.  I have been fortunate to know people who are exceptionally productive as both teachers and scholars, while also sharing their talents as humanitarian gifts to others.  I admire people in positions of considerable responsibility who are seemingly never too busy to help other people.  Robert Stodden is just such a person.  A review of his vitae yields ample evidence of his valuable journey in the field of special education, and his outstanding record of research and writing, teaching,  resource development and leadership.  It makes evident as well that he has applied his knowledge and skills in numerous ways to the direct benefit of teachers and other professionals, and to children and adults with disabilities and their families.

Even a brief review of his accomplishments makes it evident that he has done enough in his career to easily constitute two professional lifetimes.  And, he continues to take on new responsibilities, and to answer numerous calls to serve other human beings with his extraordinary personal resources.  He serves as a national role model in special education in terms of his productivity, the quality of his work, and his voice as an advocate.

I knew Burton Blatt.  Early in my career, and late in his life of courage and commitment, I was influenced by his brilliance and compassion.  I am certain that Dr. Blatt would be pleased with the selection of Robert Stodden for the Burton Blatt Humanitarian Award.  It would be very fitting for the Division on Developmental Disabilities to honor both of them in this way.  

Sincerely,






J. David Smith






Professor of Special Education 

