ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE CORRECTIONS

Adobe Mountain School

2800 W. Pinnacle Peak Road

Phoenix, AZ  85027

PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL EVALUATION

ADDENDUM

Name: Mario Moreno
K#: 15107
Date of Birth: 12/24/80
Facility: Adobe Mtn
Date of Report: 8/31/97
Age: 16-8
ADDENDUM TO MARICOPA COUNTY JUVENILE COURT CENTER

PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL EVALUATION DATED AUGUST 7, 1996
The ADJC review form checklist for outside psychoeducational evaluations was used to determine whether or not the above evaluation was complete and supported the placement.  To comply with state regulations, the report required supplementation in the following areas:



Rule out Economic/Educational Disadvantage



Vision and Hearing Screening



Rule out Racial/Ethnic/Language Background


Classroom Observation

Vineland Social Maturity Scale



Current Academic Assessment



Special Education Eligibility Determination

Economic/Educational Disadvantage:

     Mario has a history of school truancy and alternative type programming which could lead to consideration of educational disadvantage.  While this factor is difficult to completely rule out, it is minimized by the use of grade norms for the last year of school that Mario completed in determining the discrepancy necessary for special education eligibility.  Based on this, there is no evidence of significant educational disadvantage.
Vision and Hearing:

     Mario passed his vision and hearing screening.

Racial/Ethnic/Cultural/Language Background: 

     Cultural and language factors that could interfere with learning may be present based on the initial home language survey.

Assessment Accommodations:

1.   His language proficiency was assessed in both English and Spanish. 

2.   An adaptive behavior instrument was administered.

3.   The performance (non-verbal) scale of the Wechsler was considered as the most valid indicator of intellectual functioning for use in determining discrepancy for special education services.

     Based on these results cultural disadvantage is ruled out.

Classroom Observation:

     Mario was observed by the orientation teacher while the class was working independently at their seats.  The observation report indicated that his behavior was appropriate and similar to that of the other students.  He was on-task and followed directions most of the time.  There was no evidence of behaviors in the classroom that would interfere with the instructional situation.  This would be expected given the structured nature of the situation.  In general Mario appears to be conforming.  

Current Academic Assessment:
Tests of Adult Basic Education
     The TABE was administered by diagnostic staff prior to the psychoeducational addendum.  It is a set of normative tests designed to measure achievement in reading, mathematics, language, and spelling.  The TABE focuses on basic skills that are required to function in society.  The TABE can be used to provide pre-instructional information about a student's level of performance in basic skills, to identify weakness in these skills, and to assist in preparing an instructional program to meet the student's individual needs.

     Reading             4.6
     Mathematics         7.2
     Language Arts       5.5
Vineland Social Maturity Scale
     The Vineland is an adaptive behavior measure which gives an estimate of community functioning.  Social competence is measured across the categories of self-help, communication, self-direction, socialization, locomotion, and occupation.

     Mario's social age on this instrument was 16.13 which is commensurate with his chronological age.

Special Education Category:

Mario does not seem to qualify for special education services at this time.  Based upon his last grade completed in school (eighth), his IQ performance, and his academic scores reported above, he is at expected levels.

     Mario does not seem to qualify as a learning disabled student since the discrepancy between his expected and actual performance is not significant.  He does not seem to qualify as an ED student since his behavioral difficulties have not resulted in academic deficiencies.

Recommendations:

     It is recommended that a multidisciplinary conference be convened to review the outside evaluation and current addendum, determine eligibility, and ascertain the most appropriate and least restrictive placement for Mario for the academic year.     

                                   _____________________________

                                   Stanley H. Zucker, Ph.D.

                                   Certified School Psychologist
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