ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE CORRECTIONS

Adobe Mountain School

2800 W. Pinnacle Peak Road

Phoenix, AZ  85027

PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL EVALUATION

ADDENDUM

Name: Darryl Nickens
K#: 15314
Date of Birth: 9/25/79
Facility: Adobe Mtn
Date of Report: 9/22/97
Age: 17-11
ADDENDUM TO MARICOPA COUNTY JUVENILE COURT CENTER

PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL EVALUATION DATED SEPTEMBER 4, 1996
The ADJC review form checklist for outside psychoeducational evaluations was used to determine whether or not the above evaluation was complete and supported the placement.  To comply with state regulations, the report required supplementation in the following areas:



Rule out Racial/Ethnic/Language Background



Rule out Economic/Educational Disadvantage



Vision and Hearing Screening



Classroom Observation



Current Academic Assessment



Special Education Eligibility Determination

Racial/Ethnic/Cultural/Language Background: 

     Darryl does not exhibit a handicapping condition that is primarily the result of his racial/ethnic/cultural/language background.  Accommodations in this area would appear unnecessary for evaluation and programming.

Economic/Educational Disadvantage:

     Darryl has a history of school truancy and alternative type programming which could lead to consideration of educational disadvantage.  While this factor is difficult to completely rule out, it is minimized by the use of grade norms for the last year of school that Justin completed in determining the discrepancy necessary for special education eligibility.  Based on this, there is no evidence of significant educational disadvantage.

Vision and Hearing:

     Darryl passed his vision and hearing screening.

Classroom Observation:

     Darryl was observed by the orientation teacher while the class was working independently at their seats.  The observation report indicated that his behavior was appropriate and similar to that of the other students.  He was on-task and followed directions most of the time.  There was no evidence of behaviors in the classroom that would interfere with the instructional situation.  This would be expected given the structured nature of the situation.  In general Darryl appears to be conforming.  

Current Academic Assessment:
Tests of Adult Basic Education
     The TABE was administered by diagnostic staff prior to the psychoeducational addendum.  It is a set of normative tests designed to measure achievement in reading, mathematics, language, and spelling.  The TABE focuses on basic skills that are required to function in society.  The TABE can be used to provide pre-instructional information about a student's level of performance in basic skills, to identify weakness in these skills, and to assist in preparing an instructional program to meet the student's individual needs.

     Reading             2
     Mathematics         5.1
     Language Arts       1.6
Multilevel Academic Survey Test
     The MAST is used to obtain a normative score of the student's grade associated performance.  The test results compare students to other students for purposes of establishing the current level of educational performance and identification of academic needs.  Interpretation of test results is similar to that of the WJ-R, PIAT, Keymath, and K-TEA.  The norm sample included a large proportion of students from the Southwest and also included mildly handicapped students.   Grade norms are used for Standard Scores and Percentiles.

            Raw Score  Grade Rating  Standard Score  Percentile
Reading     
   38
         7.7  
94 
           34
Arithmetic      9        
 4.2
  65         
   1
Multilevel Academic Skills Inventory
     The MASI is a series of criterion referenced tests designed to identify specific strengths and weaknesses in basic skills.  Testing is individualized for each student based on the levels achieved in testing on the MAST above.  Similar to the Brigance and Enright, the results from the MASI are directly related to the goals and objectives necessary for the student's program.  In addition, the MASI's specific level tests are directly keyed to classroom instruction and are in similar formats to classroom assessments including criteria for acceptable performance (CAP).

                                         Grade Level
Reading Placement Test         
  8
Passage Reading Level       
     8  

Reading Comprehension       
     8 

Written Expression             
  4
Math Computation            
     4
Special Education Category:
ARS - 15 - 761   Learning Disability

Darryl seems to qualify as a learning disabled student.  The basis for this determination is that he exhibits a significant discrepancy between his expected performance as indicated by his Performance Scale IQ score of 100 and his actual reading decoding and comprehension, and math calculation and reasoning achievement.  


These differences are greater than one standard deviation and constitute a significant discrepancy that does not appear to be correctable without special education and related services.  Observed behavior did not seem to interfere with academic functioning, there were no educationally relevant medical findings, and the effects of environmental, cultural, and economic disadvantage were ruled out.

Instructional Goals and Objectives:
The following goals should be implemented as part of his IEP:

     1.  Improve reading skills at least one grade level for both decoding and comprehension.

     2.  Improve math skills at least one grade level in the area of calculation.

Recommendations:

     It is recommended that a multidisciplinary conference be convened to review the outside evaluation and current addendum, determine eligibility, and ascertain the most appropriate and least restrictive placement for Darryl for the academic year.     

                                   _____________________________

                                   Stanley H. Zucker, Ph.D.

                                   Certified School Psychologist

